„i, h ' ,c '' i,ile * 1 

. t. rivil War. Federal forces quickly cros^n 

vt the outbreak of ne area of the Trans-Allegheny sc c _ 
)" u.yct to occupy a .* ii.Jed in the present state of w,.., 
TvfrU*. « SCC ^‘; it s in this initial Civil War campaign, £* 
v'.uimm Of ‘he engage* , i(jca | significance the battle at Ri ch 

^cx.'ceded in m, , a ^86l This subject is reintroduced because 
Mountain on Ju, > * gently in national ( ivil War developments, 
tbc battle figured * bo th in an experiment in reconstruc¬ 

t'd because of n> •»«" h ‘ moVC mcnt to establish the present State 
tioo at Wheeling ana m w 

_ . * riarnntt tVlf* fnrtv_nn^ __ 



isa I Robert Scldon Garnett, the forty-one year 
On JunC r,’Jr.l to General Robert E. Lee, arrived in the 
oU Adjutant Randolph County. Lee had assiened 


,„ u k.~|.. t of Huttonsvnic, ivaiiu^.p.. T —~y. --- 

tolhe formidable task of reorganizing Confederate forces in 
^ ^a a force of some eight hundred men commanded by Colonel 
?*_ \ Porterfield Porterfield had retreated to Huttonsville 
Jterhts'defeat at Philippi by Colonel Benjamin F. Kelley’s First 
w -«) Virginia, supported by Federal forces from the Department 
si the Ohio. The engagement at Philippi had set the stage for 
Federal seizure of northwestern Virginia.' 

The advance of the Fcdcrals caused justifiable concern at the 
C ©federate capital. Lee was distressed by the Federal seizure of 
' n'*.n the junction of the strategic Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
aad a suSidiajy, the Northwest Virginian—lines which connected 
■v :x%:ev pan of the United States with Parkersburg and Wheeling 
provided ovcntul transportation facilities between Washington 
* v Moreover, Graft on was the logical point from which 

n ■ ? K t mount an offensive through Elkins. Beverly. 
- . iT Monterey, into the Valley of Virginia. Such a 

.tki * - £ ,rnm lhrct,cn ®8 the Virginia Central Railroad 

I 7!?' ,n lhc VlUc y. might trap Confederate 

m*m md \-±*Kr, « nUoin 11 Harpen Ferry between this move- 
M«|«m Terry "*** under General Herbert Patterson near 

^ * WtH || RllllUn. -» i__ _._I I aa 
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‘ Adw umj m |*rt*ry. consideration* prompted Lee 

db Trwi \il ? lo ^ t*d of mtonng (\nfokrt« 
v n ' ctwtict • The nolky of the U®* 

'«» colour, ’ ^I’Oahrc up« the pto-l'nina nmnment 
pm d WJ to eaaNi%h Federal CONld over 
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establishment of o loyal state government at Wheeling. In addition 
u , aiding the establishment of the Restored Government of Virginia, 
the Lincoln administration took several steps to establish military 
control of the area: the Department of the Ohio, including Illinois, 
Indiana, and Ohio, was extended to include most of western Virginia, 
and arms and ammunition had been provided to arm pro-Union 
military’ units there. 

General Garnett decided to place his forces at strategic and 
defensible points on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. This 
recently constructed turnpike divided at Beverly—the Parkersburg 
route extended westward across Rich Mountain, the Wheeling branch 
followed for some distance the Tygart Valley River and extended 
through Philippi. Garnett located the larger contingent of his force, 
some 3,500 men. at Laurel Hill a few miles north of Beverly where 
the road extended over a low ridge near the river. Since this turn¬ 
pike provided the only practical approach from that area into the 
\ alley. Garnett described his positions at Rich Mountain and 
Laurel Hill as commanding the “gates to the northwestern country.” 3 

Garnett placed Colonel Jonathan M. Heck in command of the 
regiment which was to establish a fortified position at Rich Moun¬ 
tain Early in the morning of June 16, Heck arrived at the western 
base of Rich Mountain with his ten companies of infantry, one of 
cavalry, and one of artillery'. He promptly put his men to work upon 
a camp named in honor of General Garnett. Jed Hotchkiss, of the 
Confederate Topographical Engineers, arrived some days later 
to survey the area and draft a map, a project interrupted by the ar¬ 
rival of the Federals on July 9. 4 

Camp Garnett was located on a spur near the western base 

: Rich Mountain. Fortifications, extending some one-third of 

: r: ilc flunked both sides of the turnpike. The Confederates felled 
:r.-cs »nd removed brush for some 150 yards in front of the breast- 
» r» of logs This cleared area exposed a possible frontal attack 
u;> n Camp Garnett to the fire of the Confederate riflemen and 
niller. I he four artillery pieces were placed to maximize their 

i. c nc piece was placed at either flank and two were located 
r> if " c center of the line. Local people further convinced the 

1 m' rjti-s of the strength of their position by assuring them that 

* :• H'i ivenues of approach by which the Federals could 
’ .rutr an effective flanking movement/ I he position at Rich 
M u t«m wa* 'lengthened further with the arrival of troops from 
■ * H Having received reinforcements of Virginia and Georgia 
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.. *rnt Colonel John Pcgrnm with his Twem; , 
units. sc strength at C amp Garnett t 0 JJS 1 * v, r . 

gini.1 to * n how Confederate Army commission outrLnl ^Oq 
Sen. IVpran who* lhc Virginia militia, assumed £££* Ui 

-u ,,nis 'r ,™ c » Vamp Garnett.* comn -an<J 0( 

.. #r,vin deployment was designed to serve ntt 
Garnett i P J rposcs< As he looked to the defend 6 ’ 

rr* «* r of , ,hc F Bal,in r 

S 4 * «; ke X e m a wShe 

Sttt'TcirafWn. Iwcivc miles distant, or the Cheat River Bridge 
^ fourteen miles from Evansville. », 

Should the Confederate movement to Evansville fail , 0 d 

lht Mends from Grafton and the Cheat Bridge, Garnett planned t0 
r strov ,he railroad at Independence, only five miles from Evans- 
uUr In that case Garnett hoped to attack the Federals at Cheat 
Bridge and destroy the railroad before reinforcements could be 
brought up. However, Garnett felt that his forces would have to 

a a I * a A. £ ••• —-a \ a am a n m a L C 1 


tv augmented by enlistment of western Virginians before he could 
undertake such an offensive. But he found that the western Vir¬ 
ginians were not sympathetic to the Confederate cause. Not only 
were the people there “against us”, Garnett reported to Lee. they 
fc.-pc the Federals informed of the Confederate movements and dis¬ 
positions.* Moreover, before Garnett could sufficiently prepare for 
the offensive, General George B. McClellan outmaneuvered and 
beat him to the punch. 

On June 23, 1861, as Garnett was preoccupied with erecting 
rtifkatioos at Laurel Hill and Rich Mountain, General McClellan 
a-*T at Grafton to coordinate the attack upon the Confederates, 
yrt cf.pnal pLrnhad called for a movement through the Kanawha 

K^hmond. But prominent persons in the Charleston 
N * - V ^V 151 ™. vi F* Federal troops into the Kanawha 

* m w *h i ^ministration rejected this proposed cam- 

(.«% mVhi^ UP °* ^^dcratc forces in the Randolph 

«lTVrto >a J rtTSl ,,,dc hi ‘.P'»" W move into the K,nu- 
au (orr.fi ' P'Ompting by Lincoln’s cabinet, moved instead 
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McClellan soon concluded that Rich Mountain was, as one of 
his subordinates later described it to the Congressional Committee 
on the Conduct of the War, the key to Confederate defenses in 
Trans-Allegheny Virginia. The fall of Camp Garnett would threaten 
Confederate positions from Harpers Ferry to Tennessee. Never 
before had military dispositions been better arranged to demonstrate, 
under certain circumstances, the validity of the “domino theory” 
of defense. 


With the fall of Camp Garnett, Confederate defenses would 
crumble in Randolph County. McClellan’s movement to Beverly 
would make the Confederate position at Laurel Hill untenable, 
severing as it would Garnett’s line of supply to Staunton and trap¬ 
ping him between McClellan and another Federal force in front 
of Laurel Hill. In turn, the collapse of Garnett’s command would, 
as both Confederates and Federals were aware, endanger Johnston’s 
position at Harpers Ferry should McClellan elect to move over 
the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike into the Valley. Moreover, 
Garnett’s defeat would jeopardize the Confederate position in the 
Kanawha Valley. McClellan might choose to move southward to 
trap the Confederates in the Kanawha Valley, commanded by 
General Henry A. Wise from his Charleston headquarters. Wise 
faced a Union general, Jacob D. Cox. Or, as the Confederates 
feared, McClellan might move to attack either the Virginia Central 
or the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. 

McClellan, on July 9, moved his headquarters to Roaring Creek, 
about two miles west of Camp Garnett. He ordered Brigadier Gen¬ 
eral Thomas A. Morris to Laurel Hill, assigning him the task of 
seeping Garnett in place by convincing the Confederates that Laurel 
Hill would bear the brunt of the coming Federal assault.’ 0 With 
three brigades, including troops from present West Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana and Illinois, stationed at Roaring Creek, McClellan assign- 
:*■ ut one-fourth of his command of some twenty thousand men 
t. protect the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from Confederate 
W," 

Despite his actual numerical superiority over the Confederates, 
fTlclian wai greatly concerned about the outcome of the battle. 
H.t •? ->pt were three-month enlistees, basically civilian troops. 
H r mu pj-Bfcntly deceived by a report of two Confederate prison- 
ru thei Gamp (».irnctt contained some eight or nine thousand troops. 
M i mi it (rutted Jiduicr estimated that a frontal assault, which Me- 
1 '-r i* # l! t > a necessity, would take a heavy toll of lives. A 
fjuauJ ikuult, nevertheless, offered probable success.'* 




M(OclUfl encouraged by the conduct of sonic of his 
Shortly after midnight before the battle, a regimental 
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«•**«*“'^Sr’ian to a battle."'* As McCkjjan^ " 
in* i" “/’“h" ■ jreadlul responsibility of the welfare of his civ?. 1 " 
admitted. ‘g v a y upon the young officer.'* Clv '^ 

army dlU * b 

_ .1 „ was not to execute the planned frontal , 
Medcllan ^ ayid Harl , w ho lived in a farmhouse at th ‘ 

Mountain, appeared to bring about a change in Fed^ 
top of W'"'° h 10 prevent the sacrifice of countless lives Th' 

Pieties anJ per P , £ cn by the Confederates and used as a dh 

Ha " (M 'L conmiissary. Hart appeared in camp briefly, volunteered 
^ information about the topography of the area and then vanish 
s ? t vn k returned to camp, he was detained in the tent of a 
«4 ht " in l ,nder General William S. Rosecrans. Rosecrans left 
Kask of organizing his brigade to spearhead the frontal assault 
•od'returned to his tent to question Hart. Hart informed Rose- 
rans of a route of which a sizable force could be taken around the 
htt flank of the Confederates to a point at the top of Rich Moun¬ 
tain, from which a usable dirt road extended the one and one-half 
mile to the Confederate position at the Hart farm.' 4 


Rosecrans, perhaps not too anxious to make the frontal assault 
upon Camp Garnett, was convinced that such a flanking movement 
*as feasible. From ten o’clock until midnight on July 10, Rose¬ 
crans discussed this movement with McClellan and his staff. Mc- 
Gcllan considered the sketch Rosecrans had drawn of the proposed 
m.jvement, questioned the Hart lad, and heard the arguments of his 
fttff. Acting Inspector General R. B. Marcy, McClellan’s father-m¬ 
aw. immediately approved Rosecrans’ plan. Yet, McClellan was not 
caul) persuaded. ' 


• „ ^t» nccr lfU 10 ^ McC lellan that the flanking movement would 

l< [ ^ c,ac * 1 . a * ar 8 c clement of troops to protect his 

«. ‘'v V? rowing ( amp Garnett weaker for McClellan’s 

attack. Said Rosecrans: 
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Now. General, il you will allow me to take my brigade, I will 
lake tlm guide I Haiti and, by a night’s march, surprise the cncmv 
at the gap. net possession or it, and thus hold his only Ime of 
retreat, lou can then take him on the front. If he gives way 
nvo shall have him; if he fights obstinately, 1 will leave a portion of 
the force at the gap, and with the remainder fall upon his rear.' 8 

Rosccrans told McClellan that his troops would reach the summit 
of Rich Mountain by ten o’clock the next morning. McClellan was 
finally convinced. 

McClellan ordered Rosccrans to move out with his brigade 
at four a.nt., to take the Confederate position at the Hart farm, 
and then to move down the mountain to attack Camp Garnett. He 
was to dispatch a messenger back to McClellan hourly to report 
his progress. McClellan assured Rosecrans that the frontal assault 
would take place the moment he attacked the rearguard of the Con¬ 
federates at Camp Garnett.” 

At midnight Rosecrans rushed to his brigade to explain his 
plan to the regimental commanders. The troops were aroused at 
three a.nt., provided one day’s rations, and assembled for the 
long march. Rosecrans tried to prevent the Confederates at Camp 
Garnett from detecting his movement. He left some troops to hold 
reveille and assembled his column as quietly as possible. Yet lights 
appeared momentarily in one regiment and the Confederates at 
( .imp Garnett observed the activities in the Federal camp. With 
,>nc cavalry unit added by McClellan to bring the total strength of 
Rosccrans’ forces to 1,917 men, the brigade was placed in the 
folkswing order of march: 30 


IK- 1 ;ehth Indiana Colonel William P. Benton 242 men 

The Icnth Indiana Colonel Nlahlon D. Hanson 425 men 

The IT. rtccnth Indiana Colonel J. C. Sullivan 650 men 

The Nineteenth Ohio Colonel Samuel Beatty 525 men 

Burdsal’t Ohio Dragoons (cavalry) 75 men 


I he column left camp at dawn, moved eastward on the Staunton 
.»r; i ParUrsburg Turnpike for some time, then turned southward 
n t: c forest As they followed the course of Roaring Creek, the 
were exposed to a heavy rain which continued from six 
»r.r 1 1 i'Vl«'ck that morning, hearing Confederate detection, 

.< • • ■ :Jcd to move his column farther south than originally 

f if red \ , MoOc Han I he march was arduous. Rosccrans led 

-jiu ird up a ravinc and along a spur of Rich Mountain 

an’ K rr:>rj at the crest At tunes he followed only a path 

. i U : u-r ih kAei* which limited vision to some titty R'ck 

m tiM I* A"»cd a bed .i mountain stream, and occasionally 
’k relied •c4cls upon • compass for direction. He halted at elexen 




t tiriiik of n deep vnucy. opposite his cohim 
o'clock »' ** J inK ,o the dirt road and the Hart faro vvEptke 
last »*- cn ' V'li, *ccrans took a .ubordtoato and young Han" ttit 
troop* tested, « 1|Bin ,o study the terrain. Hart then". 'S 

etc* of ^icn ictt ^ 

“O ,.„. r un« begun moving his column silently alone it, , 

As Rose* ^art farm at two o clock that aficf,,,* d| n 
nv ,d hading 1 th ® Con f c deratcs had learned of his rnovemem’ he 

had reinforced u P Jet#ched two companies of the Twentieth 
Colonel 1 egrat « jtion at the Hart farm. That morning 

S' nu } “^‘ picket wounded and captured a cavalry sergeant whom 
u had sent to check on the progress of Rosecrans' colum™ 

nMn leamcd that the flankmg movement was indeed in progress 
huf”c ^uld no. persuade the sergeant to indicate the flank from 
£hlh the attack was coming. Pegram ordered additional men “ 
the'Hart farm and advised the Confederates there of a possible 

Federal attack.” 

Confederate troop dispositions and fortifications were com¬ 
pleted at the Hart farm only minutes before Rosecrans attacked 
uT initiate the first major land battle of the Civil War. The one 
artillery piece engaged in the battle had been hastily placed in posi¬ 
tion some two hours before the Federals appeared. Only three 
hundred ten Confederates defended the Hart farm fortifications, a 
crude breastwork of logs set up along the road on the north side of 
the pike opposite the small two-story frame Hart farmhouse.” 

A native of New Jersey and former officer in the United 

Sutes Army, Captain Julius A. Dc Lagncl commanded the small 

Confederate detachment at the Hart farm. De Lagnel had orders 

f: ri Pcfram to request reinforcements if necessary, but he was to 

^ ^ ^ po nboo *t all costs. Dc Lagnel’s conduct in the coming 

was to earn him the reputation as the Confederate 
cf Rich Mountain.* 4 

* k - * Row ran led hit column toward the Hart farm. Me- 

impatiently to launch the frontal assault on 

encountering difficulties. By eleven 

in position, but his artillery 
McClellan remained with the 
assault upon the Confederate 
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heunn when the Confederates opened fire upon the Federal column 
,s it advanced to the crest of a hill overlooking the Hart farm. When 
ilie advance section of the Tenth Indiana arrived at that point, they 
received fire from the Buckingham Institute Guards of the Twentieth 
and the Rockbridge Guards of the Twenty-fifth Virginia. 54 

The Confederate fire brought temporary chaos to the Federal 
line. The inexperienced Federals were shaken by the firing. Al¬ 
though the Confederate fire was steady and rather rapid, the Federals 
were protected by a thick screen of undergrowth which prevented 
any degree of accuracy on the part of their opponents. Moreover, 
the Confederates, directing their fire up the slope, were firing in 
front of the Federals. 27 

Rosecrans found that the rough and uneven terrain made 
difficult the forming of his lines for the assault. He then ordered his 
men to advance in small groups, to fire, and then to throw them¬ 
selves to the ground for cover. He ordered Colonel Hanson to de¬ 
ploy four companies of his advance regiment as skirmishers. Han¬ 
son brought his regiment to the right wing of the advancing force, 
his line extending from the road along the crest of the mountain to 
the brow of the mountain overlooking Tygart Valley. He moved 
his regiment to within three hundred fifty yards of the Confederate 
position, and being somewhat in advance of the main body, he order¬ 
ed his men to halt and take cover. He remained in place for about 
forty-five minutes awaiting the advance of the main body. Mean¬ 
while, Colonel Lander brought up twenty riflemen to lead the 
right arm of the attack. Lander placed his men in a protective posi¬ 
tion among the rocks opposite the Confederate artillery piece and 
tried to silence it. 26 


Rosecrans ordered Colonel Sullivan to place his Thirteenth 
Indiana on the left wing of the lines. Sullivan placed five companies 
at the forks of a road in the rear of the main column with instruc¬ 
tions to prevent a Confederate flanking movement. Although it 
suffered no casualties, this detachment of the Thirteenth Indiana was 
a principal target of the Confederate artillery. 2 ’ Sullivan further 
divided his regiment as the main line prepared to advance. He order- 
: three companies to make a frontal assault upon the Confederate 
right He formed a detachment of Companies E and G to turn the 
C nfederate flank. This detachment encountered a Confederate 
ontingrnt bringing up an artillery piece from Camp Garnett to 
reinforce Dc Lagncl. 10 
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, ^hile the Confederates thought they had renm 
i ri CM artillery maintained a steady volume of spherfe 1 > 
attack. I'*-" of ionic four rounds a minute until the c , ho >. 
firing »t n n , nd appeared to be withdrawing. The Conf , cr »l 

column wavered an U ^ shouts> but within twc ^f*er aiCs 

expressed their rw (h / aUack Thc Confederates were fa5 ui l ,t «* 

RoSCC 5hUir irtiHery piece back to a small log stable, behind It to 
nlOVC ‘ * .LaSp ImrcftQ and ammunition. 3 ' ’ 1 w hich 


and a ~ tion -' 


Th , ml ; n Federal assault was not well coordinated rt, 

• U » i C n Em which Rosecrans had ordered from reserve 
^ h lh of .h Uac .ook a position at the center. Colonel Ve° n ^ 

, iiL advantage of the covering fire of Sullivans regiment, 

M assault the ‘Confederate artillery. Rosecrans realized Benton's 
i hut Permitted him to remain at the center for the assault« 
Rosecrans ^placed the Nineteenth Ohio at the center of the te, 
the sesen companies of this regiment were located along a fence 
tinning parallel to the Confederate breastworks. At Colonel Beatty's 
direction, this contingent fired several telling volleys into the Con- 
federate artillerists. 

Rosecrans was not confident of his troops’ performance under 
fire He feared they would become unnerved by the prolonged 
Confederate artillery fire. At four o’clock Rosecrans placed him- 
N elf at the head of the left wing of Sullivan's regiment and person¬ 
ally led the attack. The Nineteenth Ohio fired a volley into the 
Confederate lines just as Rosecrans led the charge down the side 
of the hill toward the Hart farm. A second volley from the 
Nineteenth shook the Confederate line — whereupon the entire 
Federal line of three regiments charged the works with a loud shout. 
Thc Federals stormed the enemy breastworks and pursued the 
Fleeing Confederates some three hundred yards up the opposite 
tide of the hill.” 

f apt;iin De Lagncl had made a futile attempt to rally his men 
?o re : • the Federal assault. But the Federal charge completely 
^erp--Acred the Confederate line. De Lagncl, after having his 
,!fi ! * beneath him, helped to load and fire three or four 
; ' °* ar1| llcry before he fell with a side wound. He then 
r:tfca , .° v m co *nmand to a subordinate and ordered the 

t *^ d eC h.?\ f ta,kd , ott ,hc P u rsu»t of thc Confederates an<j 
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While In' wiih reforming liim command, lie learned from u p,, v »ncr 
(lull nilOllici force. located lenN I him u mile west ol ihe Hurl I nm 
'v„i cnroiile lo reinforce Do I ngnel." '* 

I lie Confederate conilngenl In whom the prisonn rofi rrotl 
h m | been will by Colonel Pegrnin In reinforce Me I agncl When 
ihe buttle begun, Cnptnin Pierce II Anderson of ihe lee llulicry 
udvised Rcgrnm to reinforce Do I agncl wilh artillery. At four 
,,'cluck Ihnt nflernoon n cavalryman rode into Camp Cm melt 
leipicslinp. Imineilinle reinforcements foi De I ngnel. I’cgram agreed 
in send Amlerson with fifty men mul nn artillery piece As 
hulcrsoiTs column approached Ihe Mart farm, they encountered 
the detachment of the Thirteenth Indiana which was lo turn the 
Confederate light flank Alter a brief exchange with the Fedcrals, 
Anderson’s column withdrew and left behind the artillery piece 
and several wounded men When he had restored his control over 
his men. Anderson placed them in a position along the pike to 
repel the anticipated Federal advance from the Matt farm. 1 * 

I earning that the Forty fourth Virginia was posted nearby 
and considering the exhausted stale of his troops. Roseerans 
departed from McClellan's battle plan to bivouac for the night 
at the Hart farm, lie planned lo make the attack on Camp darned 
die next morning, lie placed the two captured cannon to repel 
an attack from either the Forty fourth Virginia or from Camp 
darned He deployed eight companies of the Tenth Indiana 
along the road lending to Cutup Garnett. Roseerans provided 
comfortable quarters and equal attention to both the Fedcrals 
and the Confederate wounded. While twenty one Confederates 
s.i. taken prisoner, Ihe mimbei killed ami wounded has not been 
d« finitely established. Twelve Fedcrals were killed and forty 
nine were wounded in this engagement.'' 


Despite the rain ami Ihe unseasonable coolness of the night 
•f fuly II, I KM , the army of Roseerans was thrilled by their easy 

Ihioughout the night the Fedcrals responded promptly 
■o ihr alarm caused by ihe (’onfederutCN as they retreated from Camp 
(< »f hi it Koseeruns lea met I ol the evacuation of Camp Garnett 
it an i prisoner who was brought to him before dawn.’* 

M< mwhlli General McClellan bad held bis troops in assault 
i»«Jt)ori i i almost three bouts waiting bn Koseeruns to attack 
‘ * i Ci..rtM'ft When the firing began at the Hart farm. Met loll.m 
»»* * >' 4 ff mover! up to the fotward picket line Hut Met lellan 

u« M • >t bung bliusi If to order tbe frontal attack. He observed 
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- J At Comp Garnett making speeches which 
the Confedcra cs nJ T ^ c jubilant mood of the Confedcrat^ 
5 reefed by l0 ‘ R '„|,hc failure of Rosecrans to attack con vi ' *» 
M^'icllan^d Ihe Confederates had overpowered the Federal^, 

■ i- .1 form. 
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McClc- 
,he Hart farm. 



lart rami. 

, .,„r McClellan was troubled by a report that his artilu 

M0 K C °n nlaecd in a position to shell Camp Garnett. Ueutena?. 

I„,d not bet" P' k i, b0U P t five hundred feet from the ConfedS 

p« *'T J elevated position which was some sixty fee, S ' 
!, h c an wo?i7h^ m cu< a road through the thick — 

mV ■ _1 m/\ 


JblllUH oiaij 1CCI 

Poe advised his commanding officer it/ 
,nan ' u' l h we"to "cut a road through the thick undergrowth an, 
bf T he could move up the artillery to the knoll By „iZ 
wT S ,h^ road was completed, but only one battery had been placed 

n position. The artillery from Camp Garnett briefly bombarded the 
Federa s on the knoll, but the barrage ended when the Confederates 

rtuviu _^.,.1,1 ocrprfnin its effect/ 0 


McClellan decided to withdraw his forces to Roaring Creek 
and to postpone the attack upon ( <imp Garnett until the following 
morning. Leaving the Ninth Ohio to guard the artillery piece on 
the knoll. McClellan called in the advance pickets and moved back 
to Roaring Creek at dusk on July 11, 1861/' 


As McClellan was placing his units in position to attack 
and as the artillery was being moved to the knoll to shell Camp 
Garnett, a cavalryman rode in from the camp to report the Con¬ 
federate withdrawal. He told McClellan that Rosecrans had dis¬ 
patched the Nineteenth Ohio, units of the Tenth and Thirteenth 
Indiana and Burdsal’s cavalry to occupy Camp Garnett. This report 
was verified by Lieutenant Poe. McClellan moved his units out, 
passed through Camp Garnett, and halted briefly at the Hart farm 
to speak to the wounded. He then proceeded to occupy Beverly 
without opposition late in the afternoon. He left Rosecrans’ brigade 
at the Hart farm until the following day when it moved to Beverly. 0 


y c su ^ css < J f Rosecrans had jeopardized the Confedt 
Ui^reinf, f r,ar ” ctt - After dispatching Captain Andc 

farm to chr v ° ^ nc ’ ,>c 8 ram had decided to visit the 
Tvfcr to nrrrMrl^K 1 l.P ro 8f css of the battle. Ordering Major 
Prgram procecdcd C » TWCn | UCl !? Virginia to move to aid De La; 
Confederates urre '" ,rt , ,bc ** arl farm ' “living just as 

to rally the tfoont < p , „ Cn back by thc char 8 in 8 Fcdc 

p * ’ c £ram returned to Camp Garnett. 4 

f '«"^t r 4 nd «he f »VaIt r.M.*? Uin Andcr * on ’» position between C 

Hart farm just as Tyler’s column was being bro 
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up. Pegram proposed a night attack upon the Federal forces holdine 
the summit of Rich Mountain, a proposal enthusiastically accented 
by his men. Pcgram led the men through laurel thickets on the 
north side of the pike to the top of the mountain where he took 
a position about a quarter of a mile from Rosecrans’ right flank. 44 
But during the march the Confederates became nervous and fired 
into the last segment of the column. Major Tyler and Captain 
Anderson then advised Pegram against the night assault. Pegram 
agreed. Pegram ordered Tyler to lead this column to join either 
General Garnett or Colonel Scott. By nine o’clock the following 
morning, Tyler joined Scott at Huttonsville. 45 

Colonel Scott had attempted to come to De Lagnel’s aid 
During the early morning of July 11, Scott moved his Forty- 
fourth Virginia Infantry from Beverly to the eastern foot of 
Rich Mountain. During the afternoon Scott learned from a cavalry 
officer from the Hart farm area that De Lagnel needed his support. 

A native of Beverly and a member of the convention which adopted 
the Ordinance of Secession, John M. Hughes, was sent by Scott to 
obtain information from De Lagnel regarding his specific needs 
for reinforcements. Confederate pickets near the Hart farm, how¬ 
ever, shot and killed Hughes, mistaking him for a Federal. 46 

Scott moved his regiment up the eastern side of Rich Mountain 
to a point on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike about one and 
one half mile from the scene of the battle. Scott sent a second man 
to contact De Lagnel, but he was captured by the Federals. When 
the second courier failed to return, Scott concluded that the Federals 
were in possession of the Hart farm. He then withdrew to Beverly. 
When he learned of the retreat from Laurel Hill, Scott loaded his 
wagons with the provisions in Beverly and left the little town near 
midnight. 47 

Joined by Major Tyler’s column at Huttonsville the following 
morning, Scott continued the retreat across Cheat Mountain to the 
Greenbrier River. There he met Colonel Edward Johnson with the 
Twelfth Georgia Infantry enroute to reinforce Garnett. As the 
ranking officer, Johnson assumed command of the entire force 
and led the retreat to the top of the Allegheny Mountain, where he 
r • General H. R. Jackson. Jackson in turn assumed command 
and completed the retreat to Monterey. 4 ® 

Colonel Pegram had in the meantime returned to evacuate 
r tmp Garnett. After an exhausting and hazardous trip, during 

h hr h .t his way in the darkness and suffered from a fall from 
Pegram arrived in Camp Garnett at eleven o’clock. He 
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inanders- • „ was necessary, won some six hundred “ v ' il1 

front < -V uT itc- were exposed to an attack by R oscc , * ■"on, 
the ronfedetflle. , in)es their number of troops. McCu n * h ? 

hod more ho" aIs0 poised to launch a frontal assault "5.* 
oincrior f orLC ... ,h,- Hart farm left Camp Garn*«. . • *hc 


had more nan ^ poiged to launch a frontal assault ^5> 

fX'Mhe pexsiti.xn at the Hart farm left Camp Garnett v irtu ^' 

defenseless. 4 " 

. flw ; n i.,rcd Pegram relinquished command to Cru 
, , r 1 Meek oailed the pickets in, spiked the cannon to p r 

f^Hmcbbss erling as a guide Captain R. D. LffleyVfi 
led HotchKiss of the T w cnty-fifth Virginia. Consisting nt 

forward co P v ^ Twc nticth and seven of the Twenty-fifm 
-r is column left Camp C.arnett about one o’clock il, the 
morning of Julv 12. Before the last section of the troops left campl 
Pernw 'decided to resume command. He sent an orderly to pass the 
lord along and to halt the column until Pegram came to the front. 
The fiftv men who were with Lillcy and Hotchkiss, however, were 
not contacted. They marched directly to Beverly to make good their 
escape A small group of sick and wounded Confederates were also 
left at Camp C.arnett in charge of a surgeon and a sergeant who were 
rr* surrender the camp at daybreak. 


Lilley’s detachment was unaware that it was separated from 
the main column until the following morning. Passing near to 
the Fcderals at the Hart farm, they arrived at Beverly before noon. 
When Lilley learned of the pursuing Fcderals, he acquired provisions 
and continued the retreat to Huttonsvillc. From Huttonsville Lilley 
led his detachment to the top of Cheat Mountain where he began 
work upon a defensive position. He was joined by portions of 
other companies fleeing Rich Mountain. 81 
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Making good his promise of visiting the area to rally wester 
Virginians to the Southern cause, Lcitcher had left the capital t 
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ojvcr about three miles south of Leadsville [Elkinsl. Several 
local people met Pegram to tell him of a Confederate detachment 
., l eadsville. Pegram left Heck m charge and proceeded to verify 
,hc report. When he came within sight of town, Pegram learned 
that Garnett had withdrawn from Laurel Hill. Pegram then re¬ 
turned to the main column and ordered them to bivouac that night 
by the Tygart “ 

Pegram called a council of war to consider surrender. His 
troops were exhausted and slightly unnerved by their defeat. He 
considered an orderly retreat virtually impossible. Only Heck and 
I B. Moorman opposed the decision to surrender. Pegram sent to 
McClellan the following note at midnight: 54 

Headquarters at Mr. Kettle’s Farm 
House, July 12, 1861 

TO: The Commanding Officer of the Northern forces, Beverly, Va. 

SIR: Owing to the reduced and almost famished condition of the 
troops under my command, I am compelled to offer to surrender 
them to you as prisoners of war. I have only to ask that they 
receive at your hands such treatment as Northern prisoners have 
invariably received from the South. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN PEGRAM 

Lieutenant Colonel, P. A. C. S., Commanding 

Accompanied by a small retinue of cavalry. Colonel Thomas M. 
Key and Major Seth Williams delivered McClellan’s reply. 

Since the Lincoln administration refused to recognize the 
Confederacy, McClellan could not address Pegram as an officer of 
an established government. McClellan returned the following firm 
but considerate note to Pegram: 

JOHN PEGRAM, Esq., 

Styling himself Lieutenant-Colonel, P. A. C. S. 

Sir: Your communication dated yesterday proposing to surrender 
prisoners of war the force assembled under your command has 
' <--n delivered to me. As commander of this department, I will 
rr.eivc you. your officers and men, as prisoners of war, but it 
r r >f in my power to relieve you or them from any disabilities 
m urred by taking arms against the United States. 

I »m. sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. B. McCI.ELI.AN 

Miiiar-General. U. S. Army, Commanding Department 
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• this note to Pegram, McClellan ordered his m Cn 
Aftcr addressing * h '*g tollf in wagons and proceed to deliver them 
to load food ®nd p Confcdcr atcs. # 

to the surre Qf surren dcr offered by McClellan, Pegram 

Accepting ' streng , h of each company of his regime,, 

proceeded to. check ^ hod deserted during the night with somc 
he learned that one r , j ty _ thr cc officers and five hundred sixty 

forty men. ^'"fjto McClellan. At Beverly the Confederal 

enUsted men o surre and rece ivcd rations and comfortable 

surrendered their Thc otficcr s, except Pegram and a former 

quarters undcrgua*- paro i c d and given liberty of the town.' 1 
U. S. Army physician, 

m .1 Confederates at Laurel Hill was hardly more 

lhC wL- Garnett learned that the Fcdcrals held Rich Moun- 
fortunatc. When G not hope to maintain his position at 

SelVn By leaving his tents in place and withdrawing silently, 

O me t did escape without detection by General Morns. Intending 
,n move over the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike before Mc¬ 
Clellan blocked his escape route by occupying Bever y, Garnett 
proceeded southward on thc pike until he was erroneously informed 
That the Fcdcrals were already in possession of Beverly. Garnett 
turned northward from the pike, hoping to evade the Fcdcrals and 
move his troops around the northern section of the mountain range 

to return to Staunton. 37 

His column found passage across branches of the Cheat River 
difficult, since it was swollen by the recent rain. At Corrick’s 
Ford thc wagons were momentarily halted. While the First Georgia 
and part of thc Twenty-third Virginia regiments were trying to 
retrieve thc wagons from the deep waters, Federal troops under 
Captain Henry W. Benham engaged them in a brief exchange of 
small weapons fire. 38 General Garnett returned to the rearguard to 
supervise thc action against Benham. While directing the Con¬ 
federates in removing the wagons from the ford, Garnett was shot 
and killed by a sergeant of the Seventh Indiana Regiment. Garnett’s 
column was able to continue to Red House, Maryland, to cross the 
Allegheny Mountains through Greenland Gap, and evading the 

Fcdcr.iU under both Generals Morris and Hill, made their way 
to Monterey, Virginia." 

»n,nh ^. BcV if9 cn ' raI McClcl,an made good use of the tclc- 
ffcTWl m im«!n ^ , i’ c * ,iU * constructed as his armies advanced, 
had J.. * ll,e ^ rc P<>rtcd the successes of his campaign. Thc 

uc 1 concerned with his campaign and was elated by 
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McClellan s seemingly easy victory. To his troops McClellan issued 
the following Napoleonic-styled congratulatory address, a messaee 
w hich wns faithfully reproduced by the Northern press- 8 


.Soldiers of the Army of the West: 

I am more than satisfied with you. You have annihilated two 
armies, commanded by educated and experienced soldiers, intrenched 
in mountain fastnesses fortified at their leisure. . . You have 
killed more than two hundred and fifty of the enemy, who has 
lost all his baggage and equipage. All this has been accomDlished 
with the loss of twenty brave men killed and sixty wounded on 
vour part . 60 


Although McClellan exaggerated the casualties involved in 
this campaign, his victory was as decisive as it was virtually 
Moodless. As Allan Nevins concludes, Rich Mountain was cer¬ 
tainly the most important battle of the campaign by which McClellan 
virtually freed the Trans-Allegheny counties of organized bodies 
of Confederates. 6 ' And as the leading authority in the history of 
present West Virginia asserts, it “settled summarily the political 
destinv of northwest Virginia.” 62 


Testifying later before a Congressional committee. General 
Rosecrans did not exaggerate in stating that the capture of the 
cap at Rich Mountain removed the keystone from the Con¬ 
federate arch of defense. 6 ’ By taking the Confederate position at 
the Hart farm, Rosecrans initiated a chain of events which crushed 
the Confederates in the Trans-Allegheny counties. 


The collapse of Confederate defenses in the Randolph County 
•rca not only foiled their plan to destroy the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad at Cheat River, which Lee considered “worth to us an 

• my .’” 4 it jeopardized their position in the Kanawha Valley. 
General McClellan planned to use a large segment of his force to 
m • e through Sutton and Summersville to cut off the retreat of Gen- 
c- ! Wise from Charleston. In such an event, McClellan would trap 
Wi<e between his army and that of General Jacob D. Cox. 65 

General Wise retreated from Charleston to a position near 
’ ■* irtj. Cox pursued him to Gauley Bridge, the confluence of 
the New and Gauley Rivers, and established a defensive position. 

• ■ -' r- cd General Lee that he had withdrawn “because forces 

'* M CM! in may move from Weston to Summersville and cut us 

" " f - Confederates also feared that McClellan might destroy 
- Sr* tf \ ir nnia Central or the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. 
TVfcfoi*, lx>e approved the withdrawal. 6r 
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of McClellan at Rich Mountain was as alarming 
aVit was elating to the North. Jefferson D av i! 
o-'h Mountain disastrous. 60 The news concerning Ri( * 
R,C ^ \wh of Garnett caused in Richmond a near panic 
n ‘ ] ,hC t street corners in the Confederate capital t 0 
I until past midnight on July 16. This setback 
of General Beauregard to unite the armies of 

Confederate control over 


The success 

c Confederates 

dcrCd and .he - 
ithcred 

the bad news 

and Garnet. » reassert 
env counties. 

’derate press tried to minimize the effects of 

>r circles at Richmond felt that the Federal 

embolden the enemy to attack us at Manassas 

ctiddenlv acquired confidence will be snuffed out.” 70 
suddenly a^q ^ made ^ June ^ ^ ^ 

Manassas Junction, Rich Mountain did en- 
ution of the plans. 7 ' In Congress radical 
: advice of the elderly Winfield Scott and 
promoting the “On to Richmond” clamor 
had added immeasurably. Those advocating 
the Confederates cited McClellan’s 

were unnecessary. 


consi 
Mountain 
Groups ga 
discuss L 

dcstroyed 
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Trans-All 

While the Coi 
Rich Mountain, in 
success there would 
where their l . 

Although the decision 
the Confederates at 
courage the hasty ex 
Republicans ignored the sage 
joined Northern editors in 
to which Rich Mountain * 
an immediate movement upon 
success as proof that extensive preparations 
The New York Times, however, cautioned the people against de¬ 
manding an attack on Manassas before adequate preparations were 
made 73 When the Federals attacked the Confederates at Manassas 
Junction on July 18, 1861, McClellan’s triumphal entry into the 
national capital was virtually assured by his Rich Mountain re¬ 
putation. 

After the Federal defeat at Manassas Junction, the North 
instinctively looked to the hero of Rich Mountain. McClellan had 
received national attention and acclaim for his successful West Vir¬ 
ginia campaign. On July 13 he was notified that the President and his 
cabinet were “charmed” by his success. 73 Representative Thomas M. 
Fdwards of New Hampshire introduced the following resolution 
which was unanimously adopted by the House: 

the thanks of this House be presented to Major 
cjwnmfL* i 1 a °d the officers and soldiers of his 

■uhirvrH < r u ier u C<l ,°^ brilliant and decisive victories . . . 
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l1ie General Assembly of the Restored Government of Virginia 
.'fierce! similar praises to Met lellnn/' 

(,„ inly 22, I KM, President Lincoln and Im advisers concluded 
h , McClellan was the one man in whom the North had confidence 
‘ rt nc who should be given the task of reorganizing the Federal 
rinv shattered by defeat. In the gloomy months following First 
vi unssas, the North relied upon the memory of McClellan’s success 
f„i campaign. As one Congressman observed, it served to “infuse 
hofx- in the public mind and to remove the gloom and despond- 

•I J* 

cncy. 


The political effects of Rich Mountain enhanced its importance 
in both national and local history. To be sure, the prestige of the 
Federal Government rested with the outcome of McClellan’s cam- 
Vl j„ n . One week before the battle of Rich Mountain, Lincoln 
himself recognized Governor Pierpont in an address to the first 
session of die wartime Congress/ 7 Federal control of Western Vir- 
i.inia was essential to the functioning of the Restored Government, 
which was also recognized by the Thirty-seventh Congress. Mc¬ 
Clellan, in a successful campaign culminating at Rich Mountain, 
had faithfully executed his orders from Lincoln’s Secretary of War, 
Simon Cameron, and his Secretary of the Treasury, Salmon P. 

Chase/' 


As McClellan recognized Pierpont, a Marion County business¬ 
man elected as chief executive of the Restored Government, and as 
he made the area safe for the pro-Union government by removing 
Confederate armies, he also succeeded to some extent in broaden¬ 
ing its base of support. Aware as he entered Western Virginia of 
the importance of winning the people to the Federal cause, Mc¬ 
Clellan ordered his troops to respect private property and civilians. 
Moreover, he tried to combat Confederate propaganda warning 
W uern Virginians that the entry of Federal troops would incite a 
lave insurrection. McClellan issued a proclamation which assured 
\V< ,f r rn Virginians that, not only would the Federal army oppose 
mch an insurrection, it intended to crush “with an iron hand” any 
attempted revolt/ 9 

McC lellan also tried to win Confederate sympathizers to 
a renewed allegiance to the Union. His tactful dealings with the 
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vMhiHtt serums interference from Confederate military jS; 
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